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Look carefully at the following verses about clay. Find
two words which have been replaced in each text with
similar words and cross them out. Then write the correct
words down and find them in the word search.

1. Jeremiah 18:3—4: Then I went down to the potter’s
hut, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And
the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand
of the potter: so he made it again another vase, as seemed
good to the potter to make it.

2. Isaiah 29:16: Surely your turning of things upside
down shall be esteemed as the potter’s mud: for shall
the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or
shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had

no wisdom?

3. Isaiah 45:9: Woe unto him that striveth with his Cre-
ator! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the
earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What
makest thou? or thy work, He hath no fingers?

4. 2 Corinthians 4:7: But we have this gold in earthen
vessels, that the perfection of the power may be of God,
and not of us.

5. Daniel 2:41-45: And whereas thou sawest the feet and
toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of steel, th
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7. Job 10:9: Recall, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as

the clay; and wilt thou bring me into nothing again?

8. Romans 9:19-21: Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he
yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? Nay but, O man,
who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing made
say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath
not the potter power over the clay, of the same clump to make
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“How does this look, Thomas?” asked nine-year-old Josiah
Wedgwood. In front of him was a clay pot, which Josiah
had designed himself. Thomas walked up and inspected
Josiah’s work.

“Well done,” Thomas praised his youngest brother.
“Keep it up and you’ll be making the finest pottery in the
world before you know it!” Josiah smiled at his brother,
who was also his boss. He didn’t mind being an apprentice
to Thomas, who was teaching him all that he needed to
know about making pottery.

Josiah’s mind swirled with thoughts of new designs and
new glazes that could be used on his work. Unfortunately,
he couldn’t form the clay pottery himself, and he had to rely
on another potter to carry out his instructions. Although
Josiah had survived the smallpox during his childhood,
it had left him with a permanently damaged knee, and
he couldn’t work the foot pedal of the potter’s wheel. His
brother Thomas still made room for him in the family
business, however, and Josiah thrived on designing pottery.

The years went by and Thomas’s prediction slowly
came true. Josiah became better and better in the pot-
tery business and his work became famous, with even
royalty wanting to purchase it! He invented new glazes,
colors, and designs for his pottery. Because so many people
wanted his pottery, he even built factories to produce it.

One day, an English nobleman came to see Josiah in
his great factory. The nobleman wanted to visit and study
how the pottery was made. One of Josiah’s factory work-
ers, a boy about fifteen years old, walked alongside the
nobleman and explained to him how the work was done.
Now, this nobleman was a man who didn’t believe in God
and, while he was smart, was very rough in his speech. As
he talked to the fifteen-year-old boy, his words were filled
with bad language and he continually mocked and joked
about sacred, holy things. The boy was at first greatly
shocked at the nobleman’s wicked words, but after a while
he began to laugh at his remarks.
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Enter not into the path of the wicked,
and go not in the way of evil men.
—Proverbs 414

Josiah, who followed behind them, heard much of the
conversation and was very angry at the way in which the
nobleman spoke in front of the boy. When they came back
to the office, Josiah picked out a very beautiful vase of one
of the most intricate patterns, and holding it in his hand,
he told the nobleman about the long and careful way in
which it had been made.

The nobleman was very interested in the explanation
and couldn’t help but admire the beautiful shape, color,
and design. He reached out his hand to take the vase
from Josiah. Just as he touched it, however, Josiah let it
fall to the ground where it smashed into many pieces. The
nobleman uttered an angry word and said, “I wanted that
one for myself, and now it is ruined by your carelessness!”

“My lord,” said Josiah the potter, “there are things
more precious than any vase—things which when ruined
can never be restored. I can make another vase like this
for you, but you can never give back to the boy, who has
just left us, the simple faith and the pure heart which
you have destroyed by mocking holy things and by using
filthy language in his presence.” With that, Josiah stooped
down and gently began picking up the shattered pieces
of pottery.

What about you? Have you heard (or seen) sinful
things that you wished you had never heard? Ask God
to help you forget those words and not dwell on them.
As Proverbs says, stay away from the path of the wicked,
where you are more likely to hear wrong things. Ask God
to set a watch on your own lips, that you won’t ever say
wicked things in front of those who are younger than
yourself. Remember that your words can leave marks that
will never be forgotten.

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member
of the HNRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is adapted from
Children’s Story-Sermons, by Hugh T. Kerr. New York: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1911.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.
Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

OBITUARIES
NOORDUYN, William Peter Leonard, aged 94—
Peacefully, on October 4, 2015 the Lord in His
infinite wisdom took out of our midst our dear father,
grandfather and great grandfather in his 95th year.
William was the beloved husband of Ruth Adelyn
Noorduyn (Deur) and the late Claudina Johanna  r==---------------=-=---=----=-------- oo oo-oo--on
Noorduyn nee van Vliet (1996). He will be lovingly RENEW NOW SO AS NOT TO MISS 2016 ISSUES
remembered by his children: Freda and Nick Kop-
pelaar, John and Margaret Noorduyn, Elizabeth and
the late Michael Whiton (2008), William and Shel-

U Please renew my subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for 2016.
Payment is enclosed.

ley Noorduyn, Gilbert and Esther Noorduyn; his U Enclosed please find payment for gift subscriptions. Names and
step-children: Cheryl and Dirk Schipper, Evonne addresses of the gift subscriptions are enclosed.

and Douglas Gritter, Delwyn and Marilyn Deur, U Enclosed please find a donation for a gift subscription for ____ prisoners.
and Lynn and Richard Westrate. Fond memories U Please charge my VISA/MC: #

of Opa are treasured by 16 grandchildren, 26 great Exp. Date Signature

1
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grandchildren, and 29 step grandchildren and 37 !
step great grandchildren. He was predeceased by a ! Subscription price: $25.00 in the United States; $30.00 in Canada, payable
great granddaughter, Grace Kiara Noorduyn (2005). ! in U.S. funds. To foreign countries $35.00 (surface mail) or $65.00 (air mail),
) payable in U.S. funds. (836.00 for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth on CD.)
' As rates for North America do not cover expenses incurred, donations are most
! welcome. (Back issues are $4.25 each.)
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GRISNICH, Gilbert, aged 83—passed away Sep-
tember 1, 2015 (born April 3, 1932 Hoofdorp, the
Netherlands) in Fort MacLeod, Alberta. Survived by

his wife Joanne Grisnich. Children: Marian (Mar- Name

tin) Neels, Ron (Jane) Grisnich, Nita (Russ) Traber, Street

Edith Grisnich, John (Audrey) Grisnich, Annette City

(Jerry) Beusekom, Geraldine (Bert) VandenHoek.

34 grandchildren and 52 great grandchildren. Pre- State/Province/Country Zip/Postal Code

deceased by his daughter Jane, his parents Reijer and
Gerarda Grisnich and several siblings. (Pastor Eric

Moerdyk, Romans 5:6-8.)

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.

________________________________________________________

RENEWAL AND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

Most subscriptions to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth expire with the December 2015 issue. Please forward your renewal in the
envelope provided prior to January 15 to avoid missing future issues (unless your church provides payment).

Subscription rates for 2016 have remained unchanged, though two important changes will take place. First, each issue in 2016 will
be expanded to 48 pages instead of 32 pages. Most, if not all, of the additional 16 pages in the center of each issue will be devoted to a
particular theme. Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven and Rev. David VanBrugge, newly appointed as assistant editors by our Synod, will be
primarily responsible for planning and gathering the articles for this section. We are grateful for their willingness to dedicate them-
selves to assisting me in this task and believe that you will really enjoy and profit from these theme issues. Second, due to the increased
size, the BSGT will only be published bimonthly, commencing with the January/February 2016 issue. Thus, in all, there will be 288
pages of articles per year instead of 320 as at present. Since mailing the BSGT is a large part of expenditures, this will help us meet
our expenses more readily. As the rates still will fall below costs incurred, donations remain indispensable. As in former years, we are
trusting that many of you will be able to assist with smaller or larger gifts to enable us to continue keeping our subscription rates low.

Our appreciation is also extended to those of you who have donated generously for free subscriptions to seminaries, pastors, and
prisoners. Please consider doing so again this year. If we had more donations for this purpose, we would be able to reach many more
church leaders and prisoners with Reformed, experiential truth.

Please also prayerfully consider providing your friends with a gift subscription to the BSGT. That would be an excellent way to
spread the Reformed faith and at the same time assist us in keeping our subscription prices as low as they are.

Finally, heartfelt gratitude to all who have assisted in providing material for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth: our ministerial
brothers, assistant editor, and others for their timely contributions; our subscription manager; our typesetters, secretaries, and printer;
and our Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth Committee. Without you, this task would not be completed each month. Above all, may God
command His blessing upon this work to many hearts—saving the lost, edifying His people, and glorifying His worthy Name. For
this, we are totally dependent on His free and sovereign grace. —JRB
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HERITAGE SPRING RETREAT

Save the date! All 18-35-year olds are warmly invited to the
Heritage Spring Retreat from Friday, May 20 through Mon-
day, May 23, 2016 at Maple Grove Christian Retreat Centre
in Thamesford, Ontario. In addition to cabins, there are some
accommodations for married couples; camping and tent sites
are also available. Visit www.HeritageRetreat.ca for updated
information and details.

TEACHERS NEEDED
The Board of OXFORD REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites
applications for high-school teaching position(s) and potential
elementary teaching position(s) for the 2016/2017 school year.

O.R.C.S. is a parent-run school serving the needs of several
local Reformed communities and has been operating for ten years.
We have been blessed with a new facility located in Mount Elgin,
a rural village in south-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is
over 275 students and we offer a Kindergarten to grade 12 program.

We have a need for qualified, passionate high-school teachers
(preferably with a math and/or science major) to join our staff team.
Qualified elementary teachers are also invited to apply. All appli-
cants committed to the Reformed faith and to Christian education
are encouraged to apply before February 15, 2016.

Applications must include a resumé, statement of faith, phi-
losophy of Christian education, and references. Promptly send to:
Oxford Reformed Christian School, ¢/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (prin-
cipal), 333182 Plank Line, PO Box 87, Mount Elgin, ON, NOJ
1NO. E-mail: principal@orcschool.ca. Phone: 519-485-1142.

JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is inviting applications for the posi-
tion of principal. A JK-12 school with enrollment of just over
100 students, we are seeking an individual with a strong vision of
Reformed education to assume the leadership of the school and
its educational program beginning in the fall of 2016. Our ideal
candidate is an experienced and qualified educator with gifts for
leadership and a heart for service. The candidate will be passionate
about teaching, and able to foster and maintain positive relation-
ships in the school community. Qualified individuals who seek
to serve in the field of Reformed Christian education, and who
submit to Scripture as summarized by the Reformed confessions
are encouraged to submit a resumé, a statement of faith, philos-
ophy of education, and letters of reference to Mr. John Beeke,
JohnRBeeke@gmail.com no later than January 15, 2016. For more
information about this position or the operation of the school,
please contact the principal, Mr. Mark Fintelman principal@ourjcs.
ca, or view our web profile at www.ourjcs.ca.

BRADENTON FLORIDA WORSHIP SERVICES
FOR JANUARY TO MARCH, 2016

Florida Reformed Fellowship’s Services have moved to a new
location in the First Baptist Church’s Chapel Building located
at 1301 Manatee Avenue (corner of 13th Street and Manatee),
in downtown Bradenton. Please note, new worship times are 9:30
a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

For additional info. contact Rev. Mark Kelderman at (616)
432-3402 or Marty Staal at (616) 363-8687 or FL. at (941)
751-9970.

THOSE WERE THE DARK AGES, the days of knights
and castles and kings and queens, of monasteries,
Vikings, and monks. But one monk stood out from
all the rest. One monk stood firm for the truth he
believed though no one stood with him at all. This is
the story of Gottschalk of Orbais, a light of truth in
the darkness of his age—a light of truth in ours.

This book is intended for junior high and high school
ages. Because this story is intriguing and the history
of Gottschalk is not well-known, adults will also
enjoy this book and find it profitable.

Hardcover, 160 pages, retail price $17.95
Available in print and ebook
Written & illustrated by Connie L. Meyer

7]
J REFORMED
FREE PUBLISHING
k) ASSOCIATION

616-457-5970 | rfpa.org
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES | BEN WILKERSON

In the laws governing American society,
there are fundamental principles trace-
able to God’s moral law.

Whatever one’s opinion about the United States being
built on Christian principles or not, the law is framed so
that, most of the time, most legislators, judges, lawyers,
and police condemn those who murder, lie, and steal. And
one of the Ten Commandments says, “Thou shalt not kill”
(Exod. 20:13).

However, there is one immoral event that has happened
legally every day in the United States since January 22,
1973. It is the murder of unborn children.

Abortion, a practice accepted by society, ostensibly in
support of women’s rights, inherently denies the idea that
infants are created in the image of God and are human.

It is an issue that has caused great debate all over
the world, and the recent release of undercover videos of
Planned Parenthood’s practices have brought the horrors
of this practice right into the open.

HISTORY

Abortion is certainly not a new practice. It has been per-
formed in every barbarian and civilized culture since the
fall of man. The ancient Greeks and Romans practiced it,
and even killed deformed or sick children after birth.

Since the rise of the Christian church, the killing of
children has been condemned in the West, although not
officially until the sixteenth century. Abortion was banned
by civil law in the United Kingdom and the United States in
the nineteenth century, but only for a little while. As people
began demanding their civil rights in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, the value of the unborn was
ignored for the sake of “reproductive health.”

It is interesting to note that the first countries that legal-
ized abortion were the Soviet Union (1919), Iceland (1935),
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Sweden (1938), and Nazi Germany (permitted for some
in 1935).

The first abortion clinic in the United States began in
Brooklyn, New York, when Margaret Sanger, her sister, and
another woman opened a clinic in 1921. They were initially
arrested and convicted for distributing “obscene materials,”
but their prison sentences were never served.

Sanger and her associates gained popular support and
soon clinics, under the name of the American Birth Control
League, sprouted up all over the country. By 1941 there
were 222 clinics, and 49,000 women had been processed
in their system.

The American Birth Control League was given a new
guise in 1942 and renamed the Planned Parenthood Fed-
eration of America. By 1973, abortions were widespread,
but laws varied from state to state on whether women may
have an abortion based on health issues or in cases of rape.

ROE v. WADE

In 1970 a case reached the United States Supreme Court
concerning an appeal from the Texas District Court (Texas
had been represented by attorney Henry Wade), in which
Norma McCorvey (under the alias “Jane Roe”) had wanted
to have an abortion but was denied that “right” because her
pregnancy was not the result of rape or incest (at the time,
Texas allowed abortions in those circumstances).

During the district court hearing, McCorvey’s case had
been upheld, though the court had not changed the laws
barring abortion. The district court’s decision was based on
the Ninth Amendment of the Constitution, which states
that rights not enumerated in the Constitution shall not be

denied to the people.



The case eventually came to the US Supreme Court
and, after much deliberation it was ruled that abortion was
a fundamental right under the Constitution. Since that
day (January 22, 1973), millions of unborn children have
perished in the name of human rights.

The Roe v. Wade trial brought greater power and
unmitigated government funding to Planned Parenthood
(PP) and, until this past summer, unbridled support from
various state legislatures.

While the operations of PP were never honorable,
American society turned a blind eye to their practices and
very few cases brought to light just how barbaric abortions
actually are. Today’s abortions involve killing unborn babies
with drugs or, in the final stage, through surgical force.

UNDERCOVER VIDEOS

Since July of this year, the Center for Medical Progress has
released a series of undercover videos that revealed that PP
and their affiliates have participated in selling aborted baby
organs, tissue, and body parts.

Not only is this practice cruel and barbaric according to
God’s law, it is banned by US law. As I watched some of
the undercover footage, I was shocked by how flippantly
and casually these “brokers” behaved while they discussed
the sale and value of baby organs. The senior director of
medical services at PP, Deborah Nucatola, told undercover
investigators that PP sells the “specimens” for $30-100
apiece depending on how intact they are.

Not only did the investigation uncover that PP is
involved in selling for profit body parts “for research”
(which is illegal), but PP unabashedly admitted that the
procedure by which they procure body parts is identical to
“partial birth abortion,” which is also illegal.

To put it delicately, a late-term abortion means that the
doctors are able to obtain more developed organs, but the
procedure becomes complicated to remove the entire baby
from the uterus intact.

The doctors therefore change the legally prescribed
procedure to obtain the required body part. Both of these
practices are punishable by prison and substantial fines (10
years and $500,000 for the sale of baby organs and tissue).

Since the release of these videos, several states have
stopped funding PP, in addition to eight others who refuse to
give any funds to any organization that performs abortions.

Moreover, the majority leader of the House of Repre-
sentatives has called for a congressional investigation of the
abortion agency. Yet, in spite of these measures, it may be
some time before these practices actually cease. I hope and
pray that they end very soon.

WICKED PRACTICE

Since 1973, over 58 million babies have been aborted in
the United States, while the worldwide total number of

abortions since 1980 is over 1.3 billion. More babies are
being killed by the minute.

This horrific practice has killed more humans than all
the wars and genocides of the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. It is appalling that our society can be “okay” with
this practice and shamelessly kill unborn children because
they are not deemed human until born.

Many have written to their congressman to try to stop
these horrid practices and many have marched in the streets
decrying their wickedness. Let us also remember that a
proper response of Christians toward those who carry out
abortion includes gospel love. Are we not as vile as they;
and were we too not once dead in our trespasses and sins?

Please pray that these practices will indeed end, but also
pray for boldness to share the gospel with these people.
There are many abortion doctors who have been converted
and have sought to share the gospel with those who con-
tinue to perform abortions.

May the Lord frustrate the work of the evil one and may
He save those who are perishing—both abortion doctors
and infants in the womb!

Ben Wilkerson served with Sheffield Presbyterian Church, UK, and is now a
Christian writer residing in the USA. Adapted from Evangelical Times, Octo-
ber, 2015.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF THE APOSTLES
PAUL AND JOHN{.

and George Kroeze
with Christian Guides in
GREECE and TURKEY

Land Tour (May 18 - June 1, 2016)
Double'Occupancy Rates: $4145/person (from GR)
$3845/person (from Newark or JFK)
Optional Iconic Aegean Cruise (May 13 - 20, 2016)
Adds approximately $1345/person to Land Tour
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Dr. Joel R. Beeke ¢ 616.432.3403 ¢ joel.beeke@prts.edu
Ann Dykema ¢ 616.432.3404 ¢ ann.dykema@prts.edu
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CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW

NATIONAL NEWS

THE TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS
After the Supreme Court decision on so-
called same-sex marriage, religious people
are wondering: will we lose our tax-exempt
status for our religious institutions? Justice
Samuel Alito raised this question during the
oral arguments, citing the 1983 Supreme
Court case that ruled Bob Jones University
could lose its tax-exempt status if it continued
to oppose interracial dating and marriage.

The solicitor general, arguing the case for
same-sex marriage, responded that it would “depend on how states
work out the balance between their civil rights laws.” This sort of
reply should do nothing to calm the nerves of those who object
to same-sex marriage. When the conscientious objectors become a
minority of the voting population, will our rights be protected?

The issue of the tax-exempt status of Christian organizations is
already a hot topic in some quarters. Those in favor of taxing reli-
gious organizations point out the huge financial impact that it would
have, anywhere from tens to hundreds of billions of dollars per year.
(Zionica)
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ASSISTED-SUICIDE APPROVAL INCREASING

California lawmakers have passed a bill that would allow terminally
ill patients to legally end their lives, now making assisted suicide legal
in California. The measure includes requirements that the patient
be physically capable of taking the medication themselves, that two
doctors approve it, that the patient submit several written requests,
and that there be two witnesses.

This September, the Canadian Supreme Court reversed a 21-year
ban on doctor-assisted death. “If Canadians have the constitutional
right to life, liberty and security, they also have the right to end their
lives,” the Court ruled unanimously. According to that decision, the
“sanctity of life” also includes the “passage into death.” To qualify
for assisted dying in Canada, an individual must be a consenting,
mentally competent adult with a “grievous and irremediable” condi-
tion that causes “endless suffering,” physical or psychological, the
Court said.

Public acceptance of assisted death is rising in the United States.
In December, a HealthDay/Harris poll revealed 74 percent of Ameri-
cans agree that terminally ill adults with no option of recovery should
have the right to end their lives with a doctor’s help; 14 percent
disagreed. Doctors in Oregon, Washington, Vermont, and Montana
already can prescribe life-ending drugs. Forty states explicitly ban
the practice.

The issue may eventually go to the US Supreme Court, where
it is projected that five Justices would continue to reject an asserted
constitutional right to assisted suicide, but the other four Justices
may be receptive to it.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
EGYPTIAN CHRISTIAN IMPRISONED FOR HANDING OUT
BIBLES IN SHOPPING MALL
A 35-year-old Egyptian Christian is likely to remain in jail for one
to five years for handing out Bibles in a shopping mall. The Chris-
tian Post reports Medhat Ishak was arrested for handing out Bibles
on October 6 last year. He was sentenced to fifteen days in jail for
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“inciting sectarian strife” and “harming national security.” However,
a judge has now slapped Ishak with a heftier charge: blasphemy. The
Christian man now faces a sentence between one and five years in
prison for “insulting religion,” though his lawyers argue Ishak did
not commit the offense. According to attorney Rafik Rafaat, Ishak
did encounter a Muslim man at the mall, though he did not know
he was Muslim at first. Ishak offered him a Bible and when the man
refused and explained that he was a Muslim, Ishak apologized and
left. (Carrie Dedrick)

CHURCH LEADERS IN CHINA DETAINED AFTER THEY RE-ERECT
CROSSES ON CHURCHES

Two pastors in China have been detained for re-erecting church
crosses which the government had ordered taken down. Huang
Xiaoyuan, a deacon of Shangzhou Church, and Zhang Zhi, a dea-
con of Ziangiao Church, were detained by police and charged with
“gathering a crowd to disturb public order,” according to China Aid.
Huang’s church re-erected their church’s cross in defiance of the
government’s campaign to remove crosses from all Chinese churches.
Government authorities cut off the church’s power after the cross was
re-erected, but church members brought in a generator so that the
church could have lighting. The government authorities then told
church members to take the cross back down and detained Huang,.
Zhang was also arrested after his church re-erected their cross. He
was sentenced to five days in administrative detention. It is not
known what kind of sentence Huang received. (Veronica Neffinger)

PERSECUTION FOCUS
MUSLIM CONVERT TO CHRISTIANITY RELEASED AFTER BEING
IMPRISONED IN IRAN

A Muslim convert to Christianity was recently freed from an Ira-
nian jail after being sentenced to serve six years in 2011. Alireza
Seyyedian, who converted from Islam to Christianity in 2006, was
sentenced to six years in prison for being baptized in Turkey. The
judge at Seyyedian’s trial stated that Iran has enough ministers that
could have baptized Seyyedian, so his choosing to be baptized in
Turkey was a direct condemnation of Iran’s lack of religious freedom.
The judge accused Seyyedian of “propagating against the regime.”
Seyyedian was also accused of distributing Bibles to children and
of sharing hymns with pro-Israel media sites. While Seyyedian was
originally released on a bail of $50,000 after initially being charged,
he was then sentenced to six years in prison, but was released after
serving three and a half years. Christian Solidarity Worldwide, which
reported on Seyyedian’s release, also reported that the prison condi-
tions Seyyedian faced were grim. “During his imprisonment he is
known to have spent time in solitary confinement, experienced ill
health and had threats made against his family members,” the report
stated. CSW’s Chief Executive, Mervyn Thomas, said that CSW
rejoices at Seyyedian’s early release but does not forget that many
Christians are still being detained unjustly. (ChristianHeadlines.com)



THE PREEMINENCE
OF CHRIST (8)

CORNER FOR TEENS
REV. MAARTEN KUIVENHOVEN & REV. DAVID VANBRUGGE

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (COLOSSIANS 2:3).

CHRIST IS TO BE PREEMINENT

The book of Colossians highlights how Christ is to be
preeminent in our perspective of the “old man” and the
“new man.” The perspective of sin in the old man comes
from Colossians 3:5: “Mortify therefore your members
which are upon the earth.” To mortify means to kill, to
destroy the strength of something, to deprive it of power.
This shows the severity with which sin should be dealt.
Our sins need more than just to be prayed about; they
need to be put to death. Remember what Jesus said in
Matthew 5:30? “If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off.”

So the principles and desires of sin in our hearts
should be cut off—“Fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness” (Col. 3:5).
These things have no place in the life of a Christian. If
you consider the list, these are things that are common and
celebrated in our society. We are bombarded with mes-
sages and photos encouraging us to be taken over by them.

But maybe you think, Those are only big sins. I do
not do those things. But a few verses later, Paul instructs
us to also cut off “anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication, lying” (Col. 3:8). Too often, these are
right in the church. It may be easier to cut off your hand
and live without it than to kill your anger and lying; these
things are deep within all of us.

But what does all this have to do with Christ’s pre-
eminence? It is in Christ that this old man is put off. Paul
tells the Romans, “Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him [that is, Christ], that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin” (6:6). Believers must not serve sin because their old
man is crucified with Christ. Through His strength, His
grace, and His Spirit, that old man needs to be put off.

Christ is also to be preeminent in our perspective of
the new man. “Since you have put on the new man, which
is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that cre-
ated him” (Col. 3:10). If you are a believer by faith, then

you are being renewed in knowledge after the image of
your Creator. Your life will reflect the wisdom, righ-
teousness, and goodness of God. Sin used to dominate
your mind and perspective, but now your perspective is
transformed (Rom. 8:29). Your mind is being renewed
so that you can know what is good and acceptable (Eph.
4:24, Rom. 12:2).

The Gnostics in Colosse thought they needed to add
human knowledge and human effort. But Paul argues
on the contrary; Christ is the treasure of all wisdom and
knowledge. There is only one true perspective. The image
of God does not follow after manmade divisions and cat-
egories and distinctions. How can Christ be preeminent
in your perspective? Realize that Christ is all, and in all.

This impacts every believer’s perspective of himself.
The gospel does not just change the surface of your life;
it makes a new person with a new identity. And it impacts
your perspective of others. You cannot judge other Chris-
tians, for all in Christ are one in Christ (Gal. 3:28). Just
because another Christian has a different background, or
different skills and abilities, or a different calling, does
not change who he is in Christ. The Jews were not better
than the Greeks. No, all in Christ serve the same Master;
they have the same Spirit working in them; they hear the
voice of the same God in His Word.

This then is the weight and glory of Paul’s exhortation:
You can and must live out of your identity. And if you are
risen with Christ, your identity is in that same Christ. The
identity of every other Christian is in the same Christ.
Christ is all, and in all. Show that spiritual unity.

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed
Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David VanBruggeis a
pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail
.com; dvanbrugge@gmail.com.
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST IS RICH AND FREE

The love of Christ is rich and free;
Fixed on His own eternally;

Nor earth, nor hell, can it remove;
Long as He lives, His own He’ll love.

His loving heart engaged to be

Their everlasting Surety;

"Twas love that took their cause in hand,
And love maintains it to the end.

Love cannot from its post withdraw;
Nor death, nor hell, nor sin, nor law,
Can turn the Surety’s heart away;
He’ll love His own to endless day.

Love has redeemed His sheep with blood,;
And love will bring them safe to God,
Love calls them all from death to life;
And love will finish all their strife.

He loves through every changing scene,
Nor aught from Him can Zion wean;
Not all the wanderings of her heart
Can make His love for her depart.

At death, beyond the grave, He’ll love;

In endless bliss, His own shall prove

The blazing glory of that love

‘Which never could from them remove.
—WILLIAM GADSBY
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