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EDITATIO

Rev. J. Greendyk

Taking a Stand

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
answered and said to the king, O
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful
to answer thee in this matter.”
—Daniel 3:16

In every age, people have always
taken a stand. However, some-
times the stand taken is far from
biblical. Some people take a stand
to be identified with a particular
interest group only because it may
prove personally beneficial. These
people have the label of “follow-
ers.” Others side with particular
persons, and/or political parties
because they appreciate their
leader’s platform. These people
have the label of “supporters.”
Pro-abortionists and pro-life
advocates equally take a stand.
One supports abortion as a free
choice matter, while the other
maintains life is a gift from God,
and rightly so. Presently the entire
world is taking a stand on an
extremely volatile issue—whether
or not war with Iraq is necessary.
Public opinion polls abound on this
issue. However, did you ever won-
der how many are taking a stand
for the truth because God’s glory
and cause is at stake? Such can be
designated as “leaders.” But, too
often, these are leaders under fire
and must take a stand even in the
fire of trial.

The verse for meditation pres-
ents a life-threatening situation
for men who loved God’s glory
and truth, but who also under-
stood that to be men-pleasers and
sacrificers of truth was worse than
death. These godly men, Shadrach,
Meschach, and Abednego, pos-
sessed the same conviction as the
apostles of a future generation.

They dared to say, even when
death was threatened by fire, “We
ought to obey God rather than
man” (Acts 5:29). How many in
the world or the church today
have this conviction?

The way in which these men
responded to Nebuchadnezzar’s
final overture to bow before his
ninety- by-nine-foot image is very
instructive and begs personal
application and practice today. “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not care-
ful to answer thee in this matter.”
What these men were saying is
critical for today’s world, church,
and church leaders. These godly
men didn’t need to deliberate. They
didn’t need time to caucus with
each other. They didn’t even need
time to figure out how to sugar-
coat their answer. They didn’t ask,
“What will the king and people
think, or how will people react?”
They didn’t worry about winning
friends and influencing people.
They didn’t worry about riding
the band wagon of popularity nor
popular opinion. Simply stated,
they made it clear to the king that
there was no room for compro-
mise. We will not bow!

Transplanting the above answer
and situation of the three godly
men to the time of the Reforma-
tion, where would we be today if
our godly forefathers had bowed
to the pressure of Roman Catholi-
cism? Would we be able to humbly,
dependently, and gladly commem-
orate Reformation 20027 Certainly
not! But because our godly forefa-
thers refused to bow to accepting
justification by works and every
other error of Roman Catholicism,
we today may still treasure a rich,
God-given inheritance.

The question is: Are we as firm

today regarding God’s glory and
the preservation of His truth so
that God can say of us as persons,
families, churches, and denomina-
tion: “This is a people that have
learned My truth, love it and live
it. This is a people that would
rather say ‘no’ to evil and the
compromise of biblical truth than
live with watered down doctrine
and principles. This is a people that
would rather maintain their bibli-
cal identity in spite of what others
may say, think, or do!”

Dear friends, are we afraid to be
different in our world? Are we
afraid to live up to Scripture’s truth
which designates us a peculiar peo-
ple separated from the world? Is
our thinking and acting flowing in
the channel of sailing with the
world and living as close to the
world as possible? Cease from such
unbiblical and unreformed thought
and practice. Remember Lot’s
actions. He pitched his tent-door
towards Sodom, was soon there
and before he had escaped entirely,
his family and wife were lost. Take
a stand! Give heed to 2 Corinthians
6:17, “Wherefore come out from
among them and be ye separate,
saith the Lord.”

What did the three godly men
do? They added to their stand by
saying, “If it be so, our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he
will deliver us out of thine hand, O
king.” These godly men did not
sacrifice God’s glory, cause, nor
their God-given identity, but
rather cast themselves into the
hands of their covenant God. They
believed and embraced by living
faith the power of their God to
deliver. Furthermore, they were
convinced of the faithfulness of

OCTOBER 2002 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 199

o




10-02 BSGT.gxd

10/1/02 12:31 PM

Page 200

—p—

their God to deliver. Compromise
did not characterize their actions.
The law of God was their rule of
faith and life. They understood and
were convinced that there was no
other god like their covenant God.
“Thou shalt have no other gods
before me” and “Thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve,” was written
in their hearts and practiced in life.

Think of where we would be if
our godly forefathers failed to take
a stand against the wicked idolatry
of Roman Catholicism. You and I
might still be worshipping idols
and images. We might still be seek-
ing our salvation in our doings
and not in the precious and accept-
able doings of Jesus Christ. Imag-
ine if we were still entrenched in
obtaining deliverance through
priest and popes. How hopeless!
But thanks be to God that as
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
trusted the power of God to deliver
and were convinced that He would
deliver, you and I today, may and
must be directed to Jesus Christ.
He will not only deliver His church
from sin and guilt by blood, but
His perfect law-fulfilling life gives
you and me, dear believer, the
power to take a stand for God’s
glory, truth, and cause. Sometimes
our fiery trials and conflicts can
be so great that we can be tempted
to forsake our biblical stand.
Sometimes the heat from the bat-
tle can become so intense that we
may be tempted to question
whether we’re right or wrong. Oh,
what intense prayer arises at such
times for God to show us the way
and keep us in His way! We may be
harassed by the devil to compro-
mise for the sake of false peace and
friendships. The devil may whisper
and friends may say, “Is all this
trouble worth it?” We may be
urged by others to draw a more
blurred line of distinction and sep-
aration for the sake of harmony.
However, may we ever remember

and follow Christ who took the
ultimate stand! He took a stand for
the glory of His Father. He took a
stand to establish the truth that
He is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life. Christ’s stand cost Him His
life’s blood. Why? He loved His
Father’s glory, holiness, right-
eousness, mercy, grace, and truth
too much to forsake His stand. He
loved lost sinners too much to see
them perish by sin and the devil.
The joy of redeeming the family of
His Father was so great that it
wasn’t too much for Him to
endure thirty-three vears of
shame, despising, and rejection
which ended in His death. Because
He took a stand, let us never be
ashamed to take a stand. If we love
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity
and in truth, we will be called to
suffer for His name’s sake. But we
shall find in taking a stand that
the truth of Isaiah 43:1-5 is pow-
erful, precious, and comforting.

Christ’s stand cost Him
His life’s blood.

Finally, these godly men didn’t
count their lives dear. They con-
cluded their response to the king
by informing him that they would
be more willing to die in the fiery
furnace than sacrifice God’s glory,
truth, and cause. They said, “But if
not (or, if our God will not deliver),
be it known unto thee, O king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.”

Great faith producing strong
conviction characterized their
speech and actions. Ultimately it
was Jesus Christ and His grace
that fortified them in this fiery
trial. However, we may not lose
sight of the fact that when put to
the test (with what we may call a
small issue of eating the king’s
meat) their first victory in chapter
one coupled with God’s blessing
and favor served to more firmly

establish in them the conviction:
“We must follow God, whatever
the cost.” The second trial in chap-
ter two with its corresponding vic-
tory did the same, -causing
confirmation of the words for all
believers, “Each victory will help
you, some other to win.” The result
of the first two victories gave them
courage to hold fast the profession
of their faith without wavering in
the last trial in chapter three. These
men were willing to present their
bodies a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God. They knew this
to be their reasonable service. They
also were convinced that they
couldn’t be conformed to this
world. They knew the daily neces-
sity of being transformed by the
renewing of their minds that they
may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God
(Rom. 12:1-2).

Dear friends, the true Christian’s
life is full of spiritual and temporal
skirmishes, but be encouraged by
this: If we love God, His glory,
cause, and truth, come what may,
we will have to take a stand
through testing. In our day there
are many so-called fair-weather
Christians who can sail smoothly
as long as the winds aren’t con-
trary. And although you, dear
believer, may be tossed with tem-
pests, have many battles to wage,
be encouraged and strengthened
that when we take a stand on
Scripture and the Christ of Scrip-
ture as our foundation, we will
find to our comfort and strength
this unchangeable and unfailing
truth, “If God be for us, who can
be against us?” (Rom. 8:31).

/

L X4

Rev. J. Greendyk is pastor of the Heritage
Reformed Church of Fort Macleod, Alberta.
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Dr. J.R. Beeke

Implementing Family Worship

Here are some suggestions to help yvou establish God-
honoring family worship in your homes. We trust
this avoids two extremes: an idealistic approach that
is beyond the reach of even the most God-fearing
home, and a minimalist approach that abandons daily
family worship because the ideal seems so out of
reach.

Prepare for Family Worship

Even before family worship begins, we should pri-
vately pray for God’s blessing upon that worship.
Then we should plan for the what, where, and when
of family worship.

1. What. Generally speaking, this includes instruc-
tion in the Word of God, prayer before the throne of
God, and singing to the glory of God. But we need to
determine more of the specifics of family worship.

First, have Bibles and copies of The Psalter and song
sheets for all the children who can read. For children
who are too young to read, read a few verses from
Scripture and select one text to memorize as a fam-
ily. Say it aloud together several times as a family,
then reinforce that with a short Bible story to illus-
trate the text. Take time to teach a stanza or two of a
Psalter selection to such children, and encourage them
to sing with you.

For voung children, try using Truths of God’s Word,
which has a guide for teachers and parents that illus-
trates each doctrine. For children in grade four and up,
try James W. Beeke’s Bible Doctrine series with accom-
panying teachers’ guides. In any case, explain what
you have read to your children, and ask them a ques-
tion or two. Then sing one or two psalms and a sound
hymn or a good chorus like “Dare to be a Daniel.”
Close with prayer.

For older children, read a passage from Scripture,
memorize it together, then apply a proverb. Ask ques-
tions about how to apply those verses to daily life, or
perhaps read a portion from the gospels and its cor-
responding section in J.C. Ryle’s Expository Thoughts
on the Gospels. Ryle is simple yet profound. His clear
points help generate discussion. Perhaps vou'’d like to
read parts of an inspirational biography. Don't let the
reading of edifying literature replace Bible-reading or
its application, however.

John Bunyan'’s Pilgrim’s Progress or Holy War, or
daily meditations by Charles Spurgeon are appropri-

ate for more spiritually-minded children. Older chil-
dren will also benefit from William Jay’s Morning and
Evening Exercises, William Mason'’s Spiritual Treasury,
and Robert Hawker’s, Poor Man’s Morning and Evening
Portions. After those readings, sing a few familiar
psalms and perhaps learn a new one before closing
with prayer.

Use should also be made of the creeds and confes-
sions of the church. Young children should be taught
to say the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you
adhere to the Westminister standards, have your chil-
dren memorize the Shorter Catechism over time. If the
Heidelberg Catechism is preached in vour congrega-
tion, read on Sabbath mornings the Lord’s Day of the
Catechism from which the minister will be preaching
at church. If you have The Psalter, occasional use can
be made of the forms of devotion found in Christian
Prayers. Using these forms at home will afford oppor-
tunity for you and your children to learn to use such
forms in an edifying and profitable manner, a skill
which will stand you all in good stead when the litur-
gical forms are used as part of public worship.

2. Where. Family worship may be held around the
supper table; however, it might be better to move to
the living room, where there are fewer distractions.
Whatever room you select, make sure it contains all
of your devotional materials. Before you start, take
the phone off the hook, or plan to let your answer-
ing machine or voice mail take messages. Your chil-
dren must understand that family worship is the most
important activity of the day and should not be inter-
rupted by anything.

3. When. Ideally, family worship should be conducted
twice a day, in the morning and in the evening. That
fits best with scriptural directions for worship—both
the Old Testament economy in which the beginning
and close of each day was sanctified by the offering
of morning and evening sacrifices as well as morning
and evening prayers, and the New Testament church
which apparently followed the pattern of morning
and evening prayers. The Westminster Directory of
Worship states, “Family worship, which ought to be
performed by every family, ordinarily morning and
evening, consists in prayer, reading the Scriptures,
and singing praises.”

For some families, family worship is scarcely pos-
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sible more than once a day, after the evening meal.
Either way, heads of households must be sensitive to
the family schedule and keep everyone involved. Prac-
tice the principle of Matthew 6:33 (“Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness”) in establish-
ing a family schedule.

Carefully guard this time of family worship. If you
know ahead of time that the normal time will not be
suitable on a certain day, reschedule worship time.
Don’t skip it, however; that can become habitual.
When you can keep to your appointed times, plan
carefully and prepare beforehand to make every
minute count. Fight every enemy of family worship.

During Family Worship
During family worship, aim for the following:

1. Brevity. As Richard Cecil said, “Let family worship
be short, savory, simple, tender, heavenly.” Family
worship that is too long makes children restless and
may provoke them to wrath.

If you worship twice a day, try ten minutes in the
morning and a little longer in the evening. A twenty-
five minute period of family worship might be divided
as follows: ten minutes for Scripture reading and
instruction; five minutes for reading a daily portion
or an edifying book or discussing some concern in a
biblical light; five minutes for singing; and five min-
utes for prayer.

2. Consistency. It is better to have twenty minutes of
family worship every day than to try for extended
periods on fewer days—say forty-five minutes on
Monday, then skipping Tuesday. Family worship pro-
vides us “the manna which falls every day at the door
of the tent, that our souls are kept alive,” wrote James
W. Alexander in his excellent book on family worship.

Lead family worship with a firm, fatherly
hand and a soft, penitent heart.

Don’t indulge excuses to avoid family worship. If
you lost your temper at a child a half-hour before
family worship time, don’t say: It’s hypocritical for
me to lead family worship, so we’ll skip it tonight.
You don’t need to run from God at such times. Rather,
you must return to God like the penitent publican.
Begin worship time by asking everyone who wit-
nessed your loss of temper to forgive you, then pray
to God for forgiveness. Children will respect you for
that. They will tolerate weaknesses and even sins in
their parents so long as the parents confess their
wrongdoings and earnestly seek to follow the Lord.
They and you know that the Old Testament high

priest was not disqualified for being a sinner but had
first to offer sacrifice for himself before he could offer
sacrifices for the people’s sins. Neither are you and I
disqualified today for confessed sin, for our suffi-
ciency lies in Christ, not in ourselves. As A. W. Pink
said, “It is not the sins of a Christian, but his uncon-
fessed sins, which choke the channel of blessing and
cause so many to miss God’s best.”

Lead family worship with a firm, fatherly hand
and a soft, penitent heart. Even when you’re bone-
weary after a day’s work, pray for strength to carry
out your fatherly duty. Remember that Christ Jesus
went to the cross for you bone-weary and exhausted
but never shrunk from His mission. As you deny
yourself, you will see how He strengthens you dur-
ing family worship, so that by the time you finish,
your exhaustion is overcome.

3. Hopeful solemnity. “Rejoice with trembling before
the Lord,” Psalm 2 tells us. We need to show this bal-
ance of hope and awe, fear and faith, repentance and
confidence in family worship. Speak naturally yet
reverently during this time, using the tone you would
use when speaking to a deeply respected friend about
a serious matter. Expect great things from a great
covenant-keeping God.

Let’s get more specific:
1. For the reading of Scripture

¢ Have a plan. Read ten or twenty verses from the
Old Testament in the morning and ten to twenty from
the New Testament in the evening. Or read a series of
parables, miracles, or biographical portions. Just be
sure to read the entire Bible over a period of time. As
J.C. Ryle said, “Fill their minds with Scripture. Let the
Word dwell in them richly. Give them the Bible, the
whole Bible, even while they are young.”

¢ Account for special occasions. On Sunday mornings
you might want to read Psalm 48, 63, 84, 92, 118,
or John 20. On the Sabbath when the Lord’s Supper
is to be administered, read Psalm 22, Isaiah 53,
Matthew 26, or part of John 6. Before you leave home
for family vacations, gather vour family in the living
room and read Psalm 91 or Psalm 121.

¢ Involve the family. Every family member who can
read should have a Bible to follow along. Set the tone
by reading Scripture with expression, as the living,
“breathing” book it is. Assign various portions to be
read by vour wife and your children. Teach your chil-
dren how to read articulately and with expression.
Don’t let them mumble or speed ahead. Teach them to
read with reverence. Provide a brief word of explana-
tion throughout the reading, according to the needs
of the younger children.
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¢ Encourage private Bible reading and study. Be sure
that you and your children close the day with the
Word of God. You might follow Robert Murray
M’Cheyne’s Calendar for Bible Readings so that your
children read the Bible on their own once each vyear.
Help each child build a personal library of Bible-
based books.

2. For biblical instruction

¢ Be plain in meaning. Ask your children if they
understand what you are reading. Be plain in apply-
ing scriptural texts. The 1647 Church of Scotland
Directory provides counsel here:

The holy scriptures should be read ordinarily to the

family; and it is commendable, that thereafter they

confer, and by way of conference, make some good
use of what hath been read and heard. As, for
example, if any sin be reproved in the word read,
use may be made thereof to make all the family
circumspect and watchful against the same; or if
any judgment be threatened or mentioned to have
been inflicted, in that portion of scripture which is
read, use may be made to make all the family fear
lest the same or a worse judgment befall them,
unless they beware of the sin that procured it: and
finally, if any duty be required, or comfort held
forth in a promise, use may be made to stir up
themselves to employ Christ for strength to enable
them for doing the commanded duty, and to apply
the offered comfort. In all which the master of the
family is to have the chief hand; and any member
of the family may propose a question or doubt for

resolution (par. III).

Encourage family dialogue around God’s Word in
line with the Hebraic procedure of household question
and answer (cf. Ex. 12; Deut. 6; Ps. 78). Especially
encourage teenagers to ask questions; draw them out.
If you don’t know the answers, tell them so, and
encourage them to search for answers. Have one or
more good commentaries on hand, such as those by
John Calvin, Matthew Poole, and Matthew Henry.
Remember, if you don’t provide answers for your
children, they will get them elsewhere—and often
those will be wrong answers.

¢ Be pure in doctrine. Titus 2:7 says, “In all things
showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine
showing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity.” Don’t
abandon doctrinal precision when teaching young
children; aim for simplicity and soundness.

¢ Be relevant in application. Don’t be afraid to share
your experiences when appropriate, but do that sim-
ply. Use concrete illustrations. Ideally, tie together
biblical instruction with what you recently heard in
sermons.

¢ Be affectionate in manner. Proverbs continually

uses the phrase “my son,” showing the warmth, love,
and urgency in the teachings of a God-fearing father.
When vou must administer the wounds of a father-
friend to your children, do that with heartfelt love.
Tell them yvou must convey the whole counsel of God
because you can’t bear the thought of spending eter-
nity apart from them. My father often said to us,
with tears: “Children, I cannot miss any of vou in
heaven.” Tell your children: “We will allow you every
privilege an open Bible will allow us to give you—but
if we say no to you, you must know that flows out
of our love.” As Ryle said: “Love is one grand secret
of successful training. Soul love is the soul of all love.”

¢ Require attention. Proverbs 4:1 says, “Hear, ye
children, the instruction of a father, and attend to
know understanding.” Fathers and mothers have
important truths to convey. You must demand a hear-
ing for God’s truths in your home. That may involve
repeated statements at the beginning like these: “Sit
up, son, and look at me when I'm talking. We’re talk-
ing about God’s Word, and God deserves to be heard.”
Don’t allow children to leave their seats during fam-
ily worship.

Tell them you must convey the
whole counsel of God because you
can’t bear the thought of spending

eternity apart from them.

3. For praying

¢ Be short. With few exceptions, don’t pray for
more than five minutes. Tedious prayers do more
harm than good.

Don’t teach in your prayer; God doesn’t need the
instruction. Teach with your eyes open; pray with
your eyes shut.

¢ Be simple without being shallow. Pray for things
that your children know something about, but don’t
allow your prayers to become trivial. Don’t reduce
your prayers to self-centered, shallow petitions.

¢ Be direct. Spread your needs before God, plead
your case, and ask for mercy. Name your teenagers
and children and their needs one by one on a daily
basis. That holds tremendous weight with them.

¢ Be natural yet solemn. Speak clearly and rever-
ently. Don’t use an unnatural, high-pitched voice or
a monotone. Don’t pray too loudly or softly, too fast
or slow.

¢ Be varied. Don’t pray the same thing every day;
that becomes monotonous. Develop more variety in
prayer by remembering and stressing the various
ingredients of true prayer, such as:

Invocation, adoration, and dependence. Begin by
mentioning one or two titles or attributes of God,
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such as, “Gracious and holy Lord....” To that add a
declaration of your desire to worship God and your
dependence upon Him for His assistance in prayer.
For example, say: “We bow humbly in Thy presence—
Thou who art worthy to be worshiped, praying that
our souls may be lifted up to Thee. Assist us by Thy
Spirit. Help us to call upon Thy Name by Jesus Christ,
in whom alone we can approach to Thee.”

Confession for family sins. Confess the depravity of
our nature, then actual sins—especially daily sins and
family sins. Recognize the punishment we deserve at
the hands of a holy God, and ask God to forgive all
your sins for Christ’s sake.

Petition for family mercies. Ask God to deliver us
from sin and evil. You might say, “O Lord, forgive our
sins through Thy Son. Subdue our iniquities by Thy
Spirit. Deliver us from the natural darkness of our
own minds and the corruption of our own hearts. Free
us from the temptations to which we were exposed
today.”

Ask God for temporal and spiritual good. Pray for
His provision for every need in daily life. Pray for
spiritual blessings. Pray that your souls are prepared
for eternity.

Remember family needs, and intercede for family
friends. Remember to pray in all these petitions that
God’s will be done. But don’t allow that subjection to
God’s will stop you from pleading with God. Plead
with Him to hear your petitions. Plead for everyone
in vour family as they travel to eternity. Plead for
them on the basis of God’s mercy, His covenant rela-
tion with you, and upon the sacrifice of Christ.

Thanksgiving as a family. Thank the Lord for food
and drink, providential mercies, spiritual opportuni-
ties, answered prayers, returned health, and deliver-
ance from evil. Confess, “It is of Thy mercies that we
are not consumed as family.” Remember Question
116 of the Heidelberg Catechism, which says, “God
will give His grace and Holy Spirit to those only, who
with sincere desires continually ask them of Him, and
are thankful for them.”

Conclusion. Bless God for who He is and for what
He has done. Ask that His kingdom, power, and glory
be forever displayed. Then conclude with “Amen,”
which means “certainly it shall be so.”

Matthew Henry said that the morning family wor-
ship is especially a time of praise and of petition for
strength for the day and for divine benediction on its
activities. The evening worship should focus on
thankfulness, penitent reflections, and humble sup-
plications for the night.

4. For singing
¢ Sing doctrinally pure songs. There is no excuse for

singing doctrinal error no matter how attractive the
tune might be.

¢ Sing psalms first and foremost without neglecting
sound hymns. Remember that the Psalms, called by
Calvin “an anatomy of all parts of the soul,” are the
richest gold mine of deep, living, experiential scrip-
tural piety available to us still today.

¢ Sing simple psalms, if you have young children. In
choosing Psalms to sing, look for songs that children
can easily master, and songs of particular importance
for them to know. Choose songs that express the spir-
itual needs of your children for repentance, faith, and
renewal of heart and life; songs that reveal God’s love
for His people, and the love of Christ for the lambs of
His flock; or that remind them of their covenant priv-
ileges and duty. The words should be simple and plain,
and the tune easy to sing. For example, in The Psalter
see No. 53, “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want.”
The text is simple enough for any child who has
learned to talk; there are only three words of more
than two syllables (righteousness, overflows,
forevermore). Words such as righteousness, good-
ness, and mercy should be pointed out and explained
before hand. Don’t forget to begin by telling the chil-
dren that a shepherd is someone who takes care of the
sheep he owns and loves! It is unwise to assume that
such things are plain enough in themselves.

¢ Sing heartily and with feeling. As Colossians 3:23
says, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men.” Meditate on the words you
are singing. On occasion discuss a phrase that is sung.

After Family Worship

As you retire for the night, pray for God’s blessing on
family worship: “Lord, use the instruction to save
our children and to cause them to grow in grace that
they might put their hope in Thee. Use our praise of
Thy name in song to endear Thy name, Thy Son, and
Thy Spirit to their never-dying souls. Use our stam-
mering prayers to bring our children to repentance.
Lord Jesus Christ, breathe upon our family during
this time of worship with Thy Word and Spirit. Make
these life-giving times.”

“Lord Jesus Christ, breathe upon
our family during this time of worship
with Thy Word and Spirit. Make these
life-giving times.”

210 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth OCTOBER 2002

o




10-02 BSGT.gxd

10/1/02 12:31 PM Page 211

GUIDANCE FOR YOUTH

—p—

Rev. D. Lipsy

Prayer and Meditation (1)

When I delivered an address on prayer and meditation
at this past summer’s HNRC Youth Camp, what
caught my interest about this topic was not the topic
itself, but rather how it connected with the overall
theme of the camp, “Living life to the fullest: Alive in
Christ in a Dying World.” Two words in that title
jumped out at me; two words the apostle Paul wrote
over a hundred times in his letters; two words that
make or break our spiritual life and that spell the dif-
ference between formal, mechanical prayer and med-
itation and vital, living, vibrant prayer and truly
profitable, joyful meditation. The two words, of
course, are “in Christ.” Let’s talk about this a moment
and see where that takes us. Let’s see how our rela-
tionship with Christ, if we have one, affects public and
private prayer, meditation, and any potential benefits.
So our topic should really be “Living Life to the Fullest:
Prayer and Meditation in Christ.”

What does it mean to be “in Christ”? What does it
mean to pray in Christ? How about meditating in
Christ?

In Christ

Being in Christ means being out of myself. What does
that mean? Because of our fallen nature, we have no
other love but of ourselves. That wouldn’t be so bad
if we weren’t bad. There was once a time when we
were good, before the Fall. At that time, there wasn’t
any difference between what God willed and what
we willed. But now, apart from His grace, our will is
not in line with God’s. It’s not that our will veers off
the right track once in a while. It's opposite of God’s
will, even when we’re doing so-called good and law-
ful things. When we live outside of Christ, we do
these things only inasmuch as they suit our needs and
desires. We don’t do them to God’s glory or out of a
desire to please Him. Therefore they are not truly
good works when done that way. So to be “in Christ”
means to be “out of myself.”

The Bible talks much about this. Paul talks about
“dying daily” (1Cor. 15:31), about mortifying the
deeds of the body (Rom 8:13), and about putting off
the old man and his deeds (Col. 3:9). Do you know
anything like this in your life? I'm not talking about
a little sprucing up, paring back a little on this or
that particular sin. We're talking about renouncing
ourselves, denouncing our own good-for-nothing
righteousness. We're talking about loathing our sin-

ful self, mourning over it before the Lord. We’re talk-
ing about a daily fight, a difficult fight, a prayerful
fight. That’s what I mean by being out of myself.

But when vou read this, don’t make the mistake
many people do. When they read this expression of
Paul they think, “This is step one—misery.” This is
where a person goes through a prolonged time of
spiritual depression, self-condemnation, conviction,
confession—misery. Then, after step one, God moves
us, sooner or later, into step two which we call deliv-
erance. Then sometime later we graduate to step
three called thanksgiving. Paul was not aiming at
unsaved people when he wrote about mortifying the
deeds of the body and putting off the old man. He was
writing to Christians, to believers at Corinth, Rome,
and Colosse. He was telling them to put off the old
man and to put on Jesus Christ. So this putting off,
this mortal fight against sin isn’t just something
newly regenerated Christians contend with. All believ-
ers are commanded to continue this warfare.

There are some who seem very out of themselves—
depressed and miserable almost all the time. But this
isn’t the same as being in Christ. We can be depressed,
miserable with ourselves for lots of reasons—we don't
get what we want, our idols get broken or thwarted.
Lots of people have this, even religious people. They
wish things were different. They wish they were dif-
ferent. They wish they were saved. They wish they
were holy. But it doesn’t get much beyond wishing
and waiting. But that’s not what the Scripture means
by being in Christ.

Being in Christ, simply put, means being united to
Jesus Christ by faith and consciously living out one’s
life looking to Him in every way. That’s saying a lot
in one sentence. Let’s unpack that a little to see what
living in Christ is all about.

First, let’s be plain about one thing. Faith in Christ
is a sovereign gift of God. We can’t give faith to our-
selves, can’t just do it ourselves. I don’t say this to dis-
courage vou from asking, for He has said, “Ask and
ye shall receive.” I don’t say it to discourage you from
knocking, for He has promised, “Knock and it shall be
opened unto vou.” I don't say it to discourage you
from seeking, for He’s promised, “Seek and ye shall
find.” But I am telling you faith is God’s gift so that
when vou do ask, knock, and seek you will know
who is to receive all the glory and thanks for it.

What's being in Christ like? How does it go? No

OCTOBER 2002 The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth 211

o




10-02 BSGT.gxd

10/1/02 12:31 PM Page 212

—p—

one can pretend to give you an exact, one-way-fits-
all description. I know some believers, for example,
who were led deeply into a sense of their sins early on
in their Christian experience and out of those depths
began to look to Christ for salvation. I know others,
myself included, who were led more gently at first,
seeing more of the beauty and attractiveness of our
dear Lord, more drawn to Him with love than driven
to Him by God’s law. But however the Lord leads us,
there does grow in us a knowing and a feeling sense
of our need for the Savior. As His Spirit works, we
become increasingly weary with ourselves and our
sinful ways. All true Christians learn that their prob-
lem is more than just this or that sin problem that I
can’t control. As time goes on, we learn that it’s me
that I can’t control, that my heart is what’s wrong
and that this is why I want to and do sin.

But right along with this depreciation of ourselves,
our ability, etc., the Lord progressively awakens in us
both a need for and a love toward the Lord Jesus
Christ. It's as hard for me to describe what the expe-
rience of that need and that love toward Christ feels
like as it would be for you to describe for me what
your experience of love for and dependence on some-
one else feels like. But we do need Him, and we do love
Him. So we pray to Him . We reverently speak to Him
in prayer. We take very seriously and reverently what
He says to us in His Word. Over the years, we learn
to trust ourselves less and trust Him more. We learn
that our words don’t have much value—His do. We
learn to pray to Him more often, lean upon Him more
heavily. We may not feel our love toward Him as
much as when we’re first saved, but over time we
learn to trust His love more and rely on our feelings
of love less.

Being in Christ means our hearts thrill with joy
when we hear Him exalted in preaching or in singing.
Being in Christ means our hearts ache with pain as we
reflect on how we’ve sinned against Him again and
again. We sometimes long to be done with this world
of sin and this me of sin, and we learn a little of what
Paul meant when he wrote, “Having a desire to depart
and to be with Christ.” In Christ means learning over
and over again how wretched I am apart from Him,
apart from His grace. It means learning more and
more how much I need Him. It means learning how
beautiful, faithful, unchanging He is; how trustwor-
thy His promises; how merciful toward wretched me
He is. It means experiencing that His grace never quits,
His forgiveness never ends, even though I feel increas-
ingly unworthy of it the longer I live. Living in Christ
means I learn more about Him. I study Him—who He
is, who He is for me, how to please Him. I speak to
Him in prayers, in sighs, in longings. I listen to Him

as I read, as I hear the preaching of His Word. With
Paul, I begin to say, “That I may know him, and the
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection
of the dead” (Phil. 3:10-11). I crave to know Him bet-
ter, be nearer to Him in my affections, follow His will
closer in my life.

Am I writing things you’ve experienced? Are you
in Christ? You see, prayer and meditation take on a
whole new meaning when a sinner, by God’s grace,
flees to Christ, repents before Christ, takes refuge in
Christ, and abides in Christ. Just how does being in
Christ affect my prayer life?

Praying in Christ

Would you mind me asking you a personal question?
What is praying like for you? I don’t mean so much
what you say or whether you kneel or stand. I mean
things like, how do you feel about prayer? Do you
enjoy praying? Look forward to it? Do you look at
prayer more as a privilege or as a duty? As something
you want to do or something you ought to do? Why
do I ask?

Let’s pretend I'm single and I'm courting a special
young lady. You ask me how things are going.

“Great,” is my response.

“How is she doing?” yvou ask.

“I don’t really know.”

“Don’t really know? What do you talk about on the
phone?”

“On the phone? We only spend about three minutes
a day on the phone.”

“Oh, so you must e-mail or chat online.”

“Right, we do. But I only e-mail a sentence or two
and chat for about a minute. I run out of things to say
after that. In fact, I kind of keep in touch more out of
duty than desire. But things are going fine between
us. Thanks for asking.”

Sounds pretty odd, right? Not exactly a promising
relationship, is it? Yet how many times don’t we kneel
down for our three minutes or less a day, say our
words, and soon either run out of words or desire or
both? We find in us a desire to get up and move on to
other things don’t we? We say words we often don’t
really mean or even really think about. We find prayer
more of a chore than something in which we delight.
But now we’'re not talking about some special lady or
man friend—we’'re talking about the living God. This
is the God who with a mere word brought into being
all that is, the One who knows everything, is all wise,
has all might and power. Yet this tremendous, tran-
scendent God opens His heart of love and forgiveness
to lost sinners through the sacrifice and death of the
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only Son He ever had. This is the God who says to ene-
mies and rebels, “Come to Me.” And do we find prayer
to this God a chore? For some of you it’s downright
boring. Isn’t that a shame? A tragedy and sin? He
spared not His only Son, but we can’t spare a few
minutes, if even that, just to speak to Him. He created
all, gives us so much more than others have, feeds us,
clothes us, upholds us, gives us His perfect Word. We
don’t want to talk to Him. Can’t be bothered with
saying thanks. Nice relationship, right?

This is why in Christ means everything to our
prayer life. In Christ doesn’t just mean I know, I
learned some facts about God. It means I am united
to Him, I am into Him. Often, when Paul writes “in
Christ” he uses the Greek pronoun meaning “into.”
He, of course, doesn’t mean believers become part of
the Deity. But there is an undeniable unity that hap-
pens by faith, a unity that Ephesians and Colossians
describe as that which exists between the head and the
body or between a bridegroom and his bride. Even
though we remain sinners, we no longer stand as an
adversary of our dear Lord, but now as a penitent
lover of the Savior.

Let’s bring things together—being in Christ and
prayer. Prayer for the unbeliever is speaking to a
stranger who we're not sure is even listening. Prayer
for the believer is speaking to One we know and love
and who we are assured hears us, though our assur-
ance about this can waver. Prayer for the unbeliever
feels sort of like walking in the darkness whereas
praver for the believer, if it is not always walking in
the light, is at least a walking toward the light. This
is sometimes hard to describe, or talk about. How can
you describe love—deep love and a solid trust? What
kind of words can you use to describe such things?

Being in Christ means I'’ve more and more given up
on myself and am looking and depending more and
more on Him. It means we learn by experience to
trust His Name, to trust His providential dealings
with us even though we may not understand. It
means we long to have a sense of His favor, His near-
ness, dread to go on in sin any more, and our prayers
will reflect these things.

Being in Christ, in its simplest terms, means spiri-
tual matters are our primary reality while temporal
things become secondary. Not that we don’t deal with
many temporal things. But we begin to see everything
in terms of spiritual realities—sin, God’s favor, etc.
Being in Christ means I pray alone knowing I'm not
alone. It means praying, at times, without ardent feel-
ings vet trusting He still hears me. It means praying,
at times, with ardent feelings, knowing He hears. It
means praying with His blood covering over all our
petitions. Do you ever do that? Ever consciously men-

tion in your prayers His blood and righteousness along
with each individual petition? Do you ever praise Him
for what He did? Thank Him for what He did? Plead
what He did? Glory in what He did?

When Jesus Christ is a reality in my life, there’s life
in my prayers. When He means a lot to me, then
there’s a lot of meaning in my prayers. When His
favor means a lot to me, then my prayers will be
about that. When He means a lot to me, we pray that
He might be so to others too.

Let me give a word or two of advice about public
praver. By public prayer I mean any time we might
pray in the presence of someone else, whether it’s one
or one hundred other people. There’s such a tempta-
tion to pray for the people who are listening. I don’t
mean we should ignore them or their needs. But labor,
mentally, to make contact with God in your public
prayers. Don't settle for nice-sounding phrases. Don’t
settle for simply “covering the bases” as they say—
that is, praying about all the appropriate topics. Bet-
ter by far if you’ve been able to experience God’s
listening ear, to help another be lifted up in heavenly
worship, even if you forget some things on the “list.”

Prayers don’t have to be long nor must they be
short. Rather, they need to be appropriate for the
occasion. I marvel how some people think they need
to pray about everything that comes to mind each
time they pray aloud. If you didn’t know better, you’'d
think they were preaching instead of praying. Don’t
do that. If you’re called upon to pray for a blessing
on the meal, pray for a blessing on the meal. If you're
leading family worship, then pray about that which
is relevant to the lives of the family members. If our
pravers sound canned or stale or stuffy to other’s
ears, imagine how they sound in God’s. Never, ever be
flippant or casual in your prayers, whether public or
private. Whenever I hear that, I can’t help but won-
der to myself, “How can that individual personally
know the God of the Bible, the great God of Scripture
who awed and overwhelmed some of the holiest saints
this world ever knew?”

The same thing should be said about posture. I
realize the Bible teaches different postures in prayer
—standing, kneeling, even prostrate on the ground.
But don’t slouch or be casual, whatever posture
you're in. Show respect, even as you speak respect-
fully. It is God, after all, to whom we are addressing
ourselves.

Next month, God willing, we’ll look at meditation.

Rev. D. Lipsy is pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of
Pompton Plains, New Jersey.
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Dr. J.R. Beeke/R. Pederson

The Justification of a Sinner

The following titles are recently published or reprinted. The first
price is retail, and the second, our discounted price. p = paperback.

Pemble, William. The Justification of a Sinner.
$24.95/16.00
Born to poor parents in 1591, William Pemble

stands as one of the most intelligent defenders of
Christian orthodoxy in the seventeenth-century. He
was tutored by the Puritan Richard Capel, and later
died in his tutor’s presence in his thirty-second year.
The back cover of this book gives an apt summary:

“No question is of more eternal significance than this

one: How is a sinner able to stand before a holy God?

* Can a man be saved by his own goodness? If so,

how good must that goodness be?

* Does God accept anything less than perfection?

* Is justification by the finished work of Christ

alone, or is it a combination of the work of Christ
and work of man?

These questions have divided the Protestant church
and the Roman church for centuries. In this rare book,
William Pemble, a 17th century Puritan, looks at the
issues and shows how faith alone in the finished work
of Christ is what justifies. He specifically challenges the
teaching of the Council of Trent as taught by Robert
Bellarmine, the Roman church’s champion of that era.
John Calvin said that justification by faith alone is the
article on which the church stands or falls. It is also
the article on which the individual stands or falls.
Here is solid footing on which to stand!”

] English of his Theologia Theoretico-Prac-
tia (Theoretical and Practical Theology),
which was praised by Jonathan Ed-
wards as the best theological work ever
written. The treatise is divided into four
parts: the explanatory, the doctrinal,
the argumentative, and the practical.

The book contains a helpful 25-page
introduction by Brandon Withrow on
the life and theology of this great
Dutch Second Reformation divine. Highly recom-
mended as a most important work on a most impor-
tant subject.

Winslow, Octavius. Midnight Harmonies: Thoughts for

the Season of Solitude and Sorrow. $11.99/9.00p

In thirteen chapters, Winslow discusses such themes
as the believer’s songs in the night of sorrow, the
mystery of Jesus’ dealings with His
people, the preciousness of Christ’s
attention, the incense of prayer, and
[~ the believer’s final restoration in glory.
" | A fair summary of the work may be
seen in James Evans’s prayer: “Blessed
God! Thou hast often taught us lessons
| in the shade we should never have

m learned in the sunshine.” Highly

recommended.

ll\r‘!.id.night IHarmonies

McGoldrick, James Edward. Luther’s English

Connection. $20.00/14.00p
In this historical inquiry, McGoldrick considers Lu-

ther’s relationship to Robert Barnes and William Tyn-
dale, especially in reference to the question of authority,
God and man, salvation, the church, and the state.

Nicole, Roger. Our Sovereign Saviour: The Essence of the
Reformed Faith. $11.99/8.50p

Long regarded as one of the pre-eminent theologians

in America, Roger Nicole has devoted a lifetime to de-
fending orthodox Christian doctrines under attack. Our
Sovereign Saviour contains fourteen addresses presented
in the Philadelphia Conference for Reformed Theology
from 1974-1986. Such topics as the meaning of the
Trinity, predestination, Calvinism, justification, and
sanctification, are covered with clarity and precision.

Van Mastricht, Peter. A Treatise on Regeneration.
$18.95/12.00
A German-born professor of Hebrew and practical
theology at Frankfurt, Peter Van Mastricht (1630-
1706) has too long been neglected in English circles.
His experiential, Calvinistic, and extremely useful
work on regeneration is the only portion available in

Send orders for the above titles to:

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS

2919 Leonard St., NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

616-977-0599 Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

Qty. Author/Title Price | Total
Mich. residents add 6% sales tax. Sub-total
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.50; Sales Tax
Canada: 14%, min. $4.50; Postage
Overseas: 16%, min. $6.00) Total
Name
Address
VISA/MC #
Exp. Date

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Cana-
dian Customers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your
check or pay by VISA or MasterCard.
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The Gift

“I know I'm going to win a prize,”
Edward told his friends. “I studied
very hard for this exam.”

Nervous-looking students filled
the classroom. Today was the big
day when Mr. Howard would test
his history students. His exams
were rumored to be very difficult.
Some students, like Edward, had
studied hard, and felt prepared.
Others, however, had not bothered
to study, thinking they would
never be able to pass such a diffi-
cult exam no matter how hard
they studied.

In the front of the classroom
was a long table covered with
books. Some books were big and
expensive-looking, while others
were paperbacks of various sizes.
There were Bibles and small New
Testaments, and books about dif-
ferent periods in history. These
were the prizes. The better the stu-
dents did on their exam, the better
their prize would be. The students
looked at the books on the table,
asking each other which book they
were hoping to receive.

Edward noticed one book in par-
ticular. It was a beautiful book
about Roman history. Edward
loved this period in history, and
had read many books about it. He
would love to own this book! Then
he could read it as often as he
wished, and study the detailed
drawings in its pages. He set his
heart on getting that prize. Sev-
eral times during the exam, his
attention wandered, and he had to
remind himself to do his work well
or he would never win the prize.

The following week, Mr.
Howard handed back the exams.
Edward had done very well: he had
gotten the highest grade in the
class. Now he was certain he
would get the best prize—the book
about Roman history! But instead
of receiving the book he had set his
heart on, the teacher smilingly
presented him with a beautiful

Bible. It was black with gold letters
on it. Instead of being thankful,
however, Edward’s eyes filled with
tears as he watched the teacher
present the book about Roman his-
tory to the boy who had achieved
the same grade as Edward. He
would have loved to trade with
him, but had sense enough to real-
ize that would be rude.

Edward’s parents sympathized
with him. They did not understand
why Mr. Howard thought a Bible
was a more valuable prize than the
book their son wanted. They told
Edward they were proud of his
success and hinted that perhaps on
his birthday he might receive a
nice gift, maybe a book about
Roman history.

Edward’s uncle was staying with
the family for a few weeks while he
recuperated from an illness. He was
gentle and serious, and kind to
Edward. Edward soon became very
attached to Uncle Luke, and they
spent a lot of time together.

At the moment Uncle Luke was
seated under a fine old oak tree.
The countryside made a lovely
scene. In the distance lay the
ocean, its deep green waters con-
trasting with the pale blue sky
filled with thin white clouds. Uncle
Luke held a book in his hand, and
seemed to be engrossed in his read-
ing. Edward approached hesi-
tantly, not wishing to disturb his
uncle, yet wanting to speak with
him. When Uncle Luke looked up
and noticed his nephew, he smiled
and beckoned him to come.

“How are you feeling?” asked
Edward politely.

“Fine,” answered Uncle Luke. “I
love to sit here and enjoy the view.”

“What are you reading?” ques-
tioned Edward.

“It is a Bible, God’s Word. I love
to read the descriptions of nature.”

“I like reading the Bible, too,”
said Edward, somewhat defen-
sively. “I won a prize for memo-

rizing a lot of Bible verses last
year.”

“I'm glad to hear that,” smiled
Uncle Luke. “But what gave you
greater satisfaction, the Bible
verses or the prize you won?”

Edward looked uncomfortable
and did not reply.

“It is good to be happy with a
prize, since you earned it,”
explained Uncle Luke. “I under-
stand you won a prize today for
your good grade on vour history
exam.”

“Yes, but it wasn’t the prize I
wanted,” complained Edward.
“There was a book I really, really
wanted, but I didn’t get it. It was
the same value as the Bible I got.”

“What do you mean?”

“Well, John got the same grade
I did, and Mr. Howard gave him
the history book. It just would
have been better to give that book
to me since I would have appreci-
ated it more than John does. John
doesn’t even care that much about
history.”

“Do you already have your own
Bible?” asked Uncle Luke.

“No, but I just use the Bible in
the living room.”

Uncle Luke paged through his
Bible and pointed to Deuteronomy
6:6. “Start reading here.”

Edward read: “And these words,
which T command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto
thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up.
And thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thine hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and
on thy gates” (Deut. 6:6-9).

“To whom was this command
given, Edward?”

“To the Israelites.”

“Yes,” said Uncle Luke. “but the
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Word of God is as much binding on
us as on them, in everything
except the sacrifices and cere-
monies.”

“Are we commanded to write the
Bible on our hands and on our
doorposts?” asked Edward in sur-
prise.

“No, my dear boy,” replied Uncle
Luke, “not literally. The Lord says in
Isaiah 49:16, ‘I have graven thee
upon the palms of my hands; thy
walls are continually before me.’
This isn’t to be taken literally, but
it is a picture of God'’s love for His
people. What this passage in
Deuteronomy says to us is that we
must have the Word of God con-
tinually on our minds. And how do
you suppose we get our thoughts
to be so occupied with the Bible?”

“By reading it, I guess,” answered
Edward grudgingly.

“By reading it often, and medi-
tating on it much,” said Uncle Luke.
“Without prayer and meditation
and the working of the Holy Spirit,
we cannot obtain any spiritual
blessing, much less obey the com-
mands of Scripture. And without
reading the Bible you will have lit-
tle desire to pray. We are like peo-
ple wandering in the dark, while
the Bible is as a bright lamp held
out to direct us in the only safe
path. You cannot be a child of God
if yvou do not do His will. You can-
not do His will unless you know it,
and it is by the Bible that God is
pleased to communicate that
knowledge. Do you begin to see,
Edward, that the Bible is more
valuable than even that wonderful
history book?”

“Yes, I do,” replied Edward, “but
the Bible is such a solemn book,
and if I read it all the time, I will
never be happy.”

“There is no happiness among
the lost, Edward,” replied Uncle
Luke. “It would be dreadful if you
were to neglect your soul and the
salvation that is to be found in
God’s Word. Besides, it is not true

at all that those who read the Bible
are unhappy. It is exactly the
opposite: those who love God’s
Word are very happy! I know peo-
ple who were sad before they
started to read the Bible, and have
become cheerful and happy by
studying it. Never in my life have
I known a person who was sorry
that he started studying the Bible.”

Edward thought for a moment,
and then said, “I remember one of
the Bible verses I learned. ‘Her ways
are ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace. She is a tree of
life to them that lay hold upon her:
and happy is every one that re-
taineth her’ (Prov. 3:17-18). I think
the woman represents wisdom.”

“That’s right, Wisdom is the
Lord Jesus Christ,” explained Uncle
Luke. “And the work of righteous-
ness shall be peace; and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assur-
ance for ever. And my people shall
dwell in a peaceable habitation, and
in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest-
ing places’ (Isa. 32:17-18). And the
ransomed of the LORD shall
return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads: they shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sigh-
ing shall flee away’ (Isa. 35:10).
Does this sound gloomy to you?”

“Not at all. T often wondered
why you would want to read the
Bible when you were feeling sick,
Uncle Luke. I thought it would be
better to read something else,
because I thought the Bible would
make you feel sad.”

“How can I feel sad when the
Bible tells me that all these things
are working together for my spir-
itual good (Rom. 8:28)? The Bible
tells me that God, ‘who spared not
his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?’
(Rom. 8:32). When I think of what
I deserve because of my sins, and
see the Lamb of God bearing the
chastisement that should fall on

me, how can I be sad? When I feel
that the Holy Spirit is bringing
these things to my remembrance,
and enabling me to love the Lord
Jesus who has done so much for
me, shouldn’t I rejoice? I do grieve,
though, Edward, because of my
many offenses against God, but I
am assured that Christ’s blood
cleanses me from all sin, and that in
Him I have a powerful Advocate
with the Father. After I die, my
body will return to dust, but I will
enter into the presence of my
Redeemer and rejoice there forever.”

Edward looked at his uncle. His
eyes were shining with tears, but
they were tears of joy. His happi-
ness was obvious, and for the first
time in his life, Edward felt a
twinge of jealousy toward God’s
children.

“Uncle Luke,” he said. “It is
wrong of me not to want to read
the Bible. I see now why it is more
valuable than that history book. I
didn’t like it when the Bible talks
about sin and its consequences.
But I see now how important it is
toread it every day. Could we read
it together every day, Uncle Luke?”

“I would be delighted,” smiled
the man happily. “And we will
pray together that the Holy Spirit
blesses our reading.”

So every day, when Edward
came home from school, he ran to
find his uncle sitting under the
beautiful oak tree, and together
they read from the gift Bible that
Edward had earned. Through
God’s grace and the working of the
blessed Spirit, Edward received a
gift he had not earned—the salva-
tion of his soul. He learned about
the sinfulness of his own nature
and his utter inability to save him-
self (and this made him sad), but
he also learned the joy that the for-
giveness of sin gives (and this
made him very, very happy).
Adapted from Choice Readings for the

Home Circle, by Martin A. Vroman
—Diana Kleyn
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